Computer corner #17. Computer-assisted preoperative planning (CAPP) on an office personal computer.
Determination of a preoperative plan is one of the more challenging aspects of performing corrective osteotomies for traumatic or other skeletal deformities. With the advent of sophisticated graphics hardware in personal computers, a method of preoperative planning has been developed which is less time-consuming and more versatile than conventional methods. Using OrthoPlan, radiographs are traced on a backlit, digitizing tablet attached to a microcomputer. A variety of osteotomies may be rapidly simulated on the computer screen and the surgical outcome visualized. Computer-assisted preoperative planning (CAPP) can be effectively used to decrease planning time, allow visualization of multiple surgical options, and predict results.